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kept tied to the booth, ready to be presented at this point by
the bride s father to the bridegroom. If this be the case, the
boy accepts it and says to the animal: ' Go to my house and
eat grass'. But what is more likely to happen is that the
father-in-law simply gives the price of a cow, conventionally
fixed at five rupees1 for an ordinary householder, and one
rupee for a very poor man.
The Madhuparka ceremony being completed by the gift of
a cow, the gift of the bride follows. In this, as in every other
part of the proceedings, there are a good many local variations.
The part of it that is especially interesting to English readers
is that not only, as with us, does the father give the bride
away, but that the mother associates herself with him in that
gift; after all, the child is hers as much as his, and it is
interesting to note that the Hindus recognized that fact before
we did.
And now to examine the rite in detail: we saw that the
little bride was brought in veiled in the arms of her maternal
uncle, and seated on a stool beside the bridegroom, though
separated from him by a curtain. The fSastrls say that her
stool ought to be placed opposite to the bridegroom, so that
she faces the west; but, as a matter of fact, the stool is nearly
always put beside that of the bridegroom, so that she faces
east* Again, according to the Scriptures, some eight special
verses of blessing ought to be read to the bride and bridegroom
at this point in the proceedings, and whilst they are being read
rice2 grains should be thrown over the pain Nowadays this
seldom or never takes place at Nagara weddings and is very
rare amongst other Brahmans.
, Up to this a curtain has usually separated the bridegroom
from his bride and prevented his seeing her,8 but now it is
1 This means nowadays a saving of anything from fifteen to forty
rupees.
1 Hindus are always interested to compare with this the Western habit
of rice-throwing at weddings.
? The curtain is not essential: for instance the NSgara do not'ordinarily
use it, but it is fairly general amongst other Brahmans,